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CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE 

For over twenty years, the concept of Human Security has been promoting, through 
the endeavours and research of a myriad theorists and researchers, a security 
paradigm focusing on an individual and community and insisting that this security 
perspective is fundamental to national, regional, and global stability. Knowledge and 
the research that underpins it play a critical role in (re)configuring Human Security, 
a term that has influenced both HS research and the social sciences and 
humanities dramatically over the previous two decades. 

Our reality reminds us that we need new knowledge, that the existing knowledge 
should be improved, and innovative approach and research adopted by scientists, 
understanding fostered by practitioners, effective action undertaken by decision-
makers. This will allow for deeper understanding and improved policies 
implementation and interventions in future. Besides, we need innovations that 
result from both research and development, and interaction between people, 
organizations and institutions, particularly when faced with social challenges. 

It is evident that there are some shortcomings in knowledge on security and 
insecurity, as well as in the agenda for future research, as they have to include and 
focus on the areas covering contextual understanding and local inclusiveness, 
theories of change and operationalization, as well as transnational security trends 
and their impact on human security policy and practice.  

Security discourse has been considerably influenced and shaped by the evolution of 
science, since it has been trying to apply scientific methods to risk and threat 
prevention in their diverse forms.  



 
 

 
 

 

                                                                                                  
 

 
  

Security has been increasingly linked to the theory of knowledge, to means and 
methods for gaining knowledge on security, to security threats and how to face 
them. Traditional approaches and disciplines which had had the monopoly on 
security studies and security as a research field have given way to new approaches 
and disciplines within social sciences and humanities. 

New security concepts, Human Security being one of them, can be understood and 
comprehended as a way of connecting security ideas and principles with solid 
empirical foundation, as a way of security conceptualization and its connectivity to 
different agents, institutions and other ideas. It is this context that can give rise to 
new research and knowledge based on the evidence pertaining to comprehensive 
approach to human security in practice and the need to improve its efficient 
operationalization. The importance of the research is directly connected to its 
precision in considering and collecting the relevant data, ensuing analysis and 
triangulation of these data. In accordance with all the above mentioned, new 
security practice and adequate changes, such as surveillance, urban security 
changes and policies, security privatization, migration, new forms of 
mobile/transnational organized crime, climate change etc. as vital constituents of 
emergencies and disasters, are expected to take place. Future security research 
will have to include changes in political nature of societies and human interactions, 
as well as the technology of politics, since all these factors will contribute to better 
understanding of human security. 

All these factors have prompted the jubilee 5th International Conference on Human 
Security to look for accuracy, measurements, causality, and relevance of methods, 
research strategies, innovation, and policy. It will thus emphasize and define the 
importance of producing knowledge on Human Security that will have far-reaching 
scientific and policy implications and provide opportunities for application within the 
International Relations, Security Studies, and Geopolitics. The Conference is 
organized by the Faculty of Security Studies of the University of Belgrade. The 
Institute of International Politics and Economics which celebrates 75 years of its 
existence this year, is a co-organizer of the event. 

To that goal, it is important to underline the process of delineation and 
(re)configuration of human security as a field of knowledge which has to insist 
more heavily on trust and special type of interdependence common to both 
technical and social systems. Although this interdependence is the result of 
common experience, shared values, culture or tradition, it primarily springs from 
our common humane character.  

A common denominator for all sorts of interdependence may be the trust that is 
reflected in the connections between security, an individual and institution, thereby 
presenting a strategic question regarding the future of a society, its resilience and 
ability to adequately react in the case of adversity, disaster, or any other threat.  



 
 

 
 

 

                                                                                                  
 

 
  

This can contribute to some sort of delineation with regard to traditional security 
concepts which focus on power relations between different agents on different 
levels and social sectors, which is, given the importance of both approaches, vital 
for the understanding of contemporary political dynamics in the field of security.  

Finally, taking a “humancentric” position as the core of global concern is 
acknowledged in the latest report issued by the UN Development Programme. 
Referring to its main stances: 

“Solidarity recognizes that human security in the Anthropocene must go beyond securing 
individuals and their communities to systematically consider interdependence across all 
people and between people and the planet. For each of us to live free from want, from fear 
and from indignity, all three strategies must be deployed—for it is protection, empowerment 
and solidarity working together that advances human security in the Anthropocene. At the 
core of this framework is agency: the ability to hold values and make commitments, 
regardless of whether they advance one’s wellbeing, and to act accordingly in making one’s 
own choices or in participating in collective decision making. Emphasizing agency is a 
reminder that wellbeing achievements alone are not all we should consider when evaluating 
policies or assessing progress. Agency will also help avoid the pitfalls of partial solutions, 
such as delivering protection with no attention to disempowerment or committing to 
solidarity while leaving some lacking protection” (UNDP; 2022:141). 

The conference will provide all the participants, scientists and researchers from 
around the world with an opportunity to exchange their ideas and experiences on 
human security, and pose versatile methodological challenges and offer 
possibilities for new innovative research approaches in acquiring knowledge, on the 
level of policies, practice, and particular case studies as separate research 
strategies which can be used for the study of contemporary security phenomena 
within their real context. 

CONFERENCE THEMATIC SCOPE 
Bearing in mind all the above mentioned and considering the importance of Human 
Security for the development of security studies, we would like to suggest the 
following thematic sessions that would include the discussions on HS concept 
during a two-day Conference: 
 

Science and Methodology Innovation 
 Security evolution as an incentive for the evolution of science 
 Evolution and transformation of the security concept as a challenge for the 

traditional methodology 
 Scientific knowledge as the product of the search for Human Security 
 Linking (Human) Security principles and ideas with the empirical practice 
 Inertia and conservatism of scientific institutions as a hurdle to understanding 

(security) changes 
 Large-N datasets development and their usage for decision-makers in HS area 
 Reconsidering and redesigning the knowledge on future in the context of human 

security and digital transformation 
 Knowledge as a risk panacea: prediction and anticipation of disasters 
 Combining ideas and mixing methods – potential for innovation  



 
 

 
 

 

                                                                                                  
 

 
  

Antinomies between the Individuality and International Relations 
 Human Security concept within the superpowers’ foreign and security policies  
 Human Security in era of intensified international armed conflicts (Armenia-

Azerbaijan, Russia-Ukraine, Yemen, Syria, Afghanistan, and other ones) 
 Dimensions of Human Security through geopolitical lenses 
 Individuum in contemporary International Relations  
 Sovereignty in contemporary globe and challenges for Human Security issues 
 Economic/cultural/ideological drivers of (in)security in research practice  
 The implementation of SGDs through the local development policies 
 Globe under the Chinese leadership – evolving Human Security issues 
 Indigenous communities and the quest for Human Security 

Public Policies in a post-pandemic Globe: Anthropocene in focus 
 Global insecurities in the post-Corona world 

o COVID-19 pandemic response agenda (major and regional powers) 
o Human Security and authoritarian practices during the pandemic  
o Re-conceptualisation of Human Security concept after the pandemic 

 Strategic approach to Human Security research through an overview of the 
discourse of conceptual, institutional, legal, and ethical issues 

 Structure of the research programmes and policies in the field of human security: 
global, regional, and national level 

 Human Security in the Anthropocene context 
 Political violence crises prediction as a toolkit for human security analysis (ongoing 

debates, concepts, and initiatives) 
 Threats to Human Security along the lifecycle 
 Artificial Intelligence decision-making process as a threat for Human Security 
 Education, research, and innovation as a response to social/security priorities and 

challenges 
 Rethinking education for the future: foresight and research 
 Different approaches to education for security risks and threats in the 21st century 
 Ideological challenges facing the securitization of education  
 Evidence-based security policies 
 The HS approach supporting the country-led implementation of the 2030 Agenda 

IMPORTANT DATES #HS221 
March 30 – Call for Papers Announcement 
May 15 – Abstract Submission Deadline 
May 20 – Notification of Abstract Acceptance 
June 15 – Paper Reminder to all authors 
July 31 – Paper Submission Deadline 
August 1-30 – Reviewing Process 
October 10 – Final Paper Submissions 
October 25 – Registration of Conference participants 
 
 
 

 
1 N.B. Due to the large number of applications that we expect, we would highly appreciate submissions of 
papers made earlier than the dates indicated above. 



 
 

 
 

 

                                                                                                  
 

 
  

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 
Abstracts should consist of up to 300 words. 
To submit your abstract, please find and fill in the Abstract Form on the #HS22 
website or download it from: 
https://hsconference.fb.bg.ac.rs/docs/AbstractForm.doc   
 

Papers should be written in English language.2 Papers’ length should be between 
6000 and 8000 words. All the selected participants will be further notified about 
detailed citation rules after the Submission of Abstracts phase is done (approx. on 
May 20). 

 
PUBLISHING OPTIONS 

All the accepted abstracts will be published in printed Book of Abstracts, with the 
adequate ISBN, prior to the event. 

The submitted papers will be reviewed by two blind peer review competent 
reviewers. If accepted, they will be included in the Proceedings with the adequate 
ISBN. The Book of Abstracts, along with the Certificate of participation will be 
distributed to the conference participants at the Conference registration desk.  

The Proceedings is expected to be categorized as a thematic collection of papers of 
international significance, in accordance with the rules of Ministry of Education, 
Science, and Technological Development of the Republic of Serbia, and is likely to 
be published by the time the Conference is held.3   

 

TECHNICAL INFORMATION & CONTACTS 
Conference Dates: November 4-5, 2022 
Conference Format: In person, with preferred physical attendance of all the participants.4 
Participation Fee: Fully aware of ongoing (post)pandemic situation, the #HS22 organizers 
decided that there will be no participation fee for both domestic and foreign participants.5 
Venue: TBA soon 
Place: Belgrade, Serbia 
Organizers:  
Faculty of Security Studies, University of Belgrade 
Institute of International Politics and Economics 

 
2 Proofreading by a professional linguist or a native speaker is required, as the papers will be 
disqualified from the review process if they are not linguistically accurate. 
3 Please note that only papers that successfully pass through the double-blind review process are 
going to be included in the Proceedings.  
4 We are closely monitoring the latest developments regarding the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. At 
this stage, we are positive that we will gather physically in one of the Belgrade’s conference venues. 
We will update all the information to adjust the pandemic needs and will notify our participants in 
due time. Should it be required by the current rules, the Conference will be organized in compliance 
with the proscribed measures against the spread of Coronavirus.  
5 Please, note that the accommodation and travel expenses are to be borne by participants 

themselves. 



 
 

 
 

 

                                                                                                  
 

 
  

 
All the updated information can be found on: 
Web: www.hsconference.fb.bg.ac.rs 
Facebook (use our hashtag #HS22)  
Twitter (use our hashtag #HS22)  
LinkedIn (use our hashtag #HS22) 
 
For any further information, please contact the Organizing Committee of the 
Conference: info@hsconference.fb.bg.ac.rs  

Should you require additional information not listed in this Call for Abstracts,  
please directly contact:  
 

Prof. Dr. Svetlana Stanarević 
stanarevic@fb.bg.ac.rs  

Dr. Nenad Stekić 
nenad.stekic@diplomacy.bg.ac.rs  
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